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The opening chapter of an exciting new  
fantasy trilogy begins with Ordination:  
Book One of the Paladin Trilogy!

“ Ford’s debut offers compelling characters and sharp dialogue. 
Allystaire is a believable hero with an interesting past, and a future 
that promises plenty of action and adventure.” 

—Publishers Weekly

SANTA FE: Daniel M. Ford’s debut novel, ORDINATION, is the first entry of 
an exciting new fantasy series that embraces the best elements of the genre and 
reboots it for a new generation of readers. ORDINATION takes place in a country 
shattered by war, where Allystaire Coldbourne, a disgraced knight, walks away 
from his privileged position and into self-imposed exile. In the smoking ruins of 
a destitute village, he finds an improbable survivor and reluctantly delivers her 
people from slavery— awakening, in the process, a long-absent goddess of mercy. 
Allystaire soon finds himself on a treacherous journey toward his Ordination as a Holy Knight of legend, a Paladin. But to 
fulfill this role, he—and the unexpected allies he finds along the way—must face the sorcerous evil that stalks the land, the 
wrath of gods and men, and his own dark past.

ORDINATION by Daniel M. Ford (Santa Fe Writers Project, June 2016, 9781939650344) is a fresh update on the traditional 
fantasy epic, driven by the spiritual and moral journeys the characters choose to undertake, rather than by prophecy or 
destiny. With a super-heroic origin story at its core, ORDINATION examines the ways in which men and women become 
legends, asks what kind of change can come from a revolution of faith, and explores to what extent anyone can truly change 
their world for the better. The first chapter is available online at www.danielmford.com/books.

ORDINATION is the first title in a completed trilogy. It will be followed by STILLBRIGHT (2017) and CRUSADE (2018). 

About the Author:
Daniel M. Ford was born and raised near Baltimore, Maryland. He holds an M.A. in Irish Literature from 
Boston College and an M.F.A. in Creative Writing, concentrating in Poetry, from George Mason University. 
As a poet, his work has appeared most recently in Soundings Review, as well as Phoebe, Floorboard Review, 
The Cossack, and Vending Machine Press. He teaches English at a college prep high school in northeastern 
Maryland. ORDINATION is his first novel. www.danielmford.com. On Twitter: @soundingline.
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